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 part X. The British Commonwealth
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 By the South Africa Act, 1909, the Union of South Africa pos-
sesses full powers of constitutional amendment, though for certain
amendments (official language, franchise) the special procedure of a
two-thirds majority at a special sitting of both Houses of the legisla-
ture is necessary: South Africa Act, 1909, s. 152. The provisions of
the constitution which require special machinery for amendment are
known as the entrenched provisions and the section cannot be
repealed without the employment of the special machinery. The
Statute of Westminster, 1931, did not expressly or by implication
affect this provision. Accordingly, as a matter of law, it would seem
that the Parliament of the Union has full power to amend the Union
of South Africa Act, though the special procedure must be followed
to secure the amendment of section 152 as well as the other en-
trenched provisions.1
Under the Status of the Union Act, 1934, passed by the Union
Parliament to implement the Statute of Westminster, legislative
sovereignty is declared to be vested in the Union Parliament alone,
Section 2 of the Act provides that no Act of the United Kingdom
Parliament passed after December 11, 1931, shall extend to the
Union as part of the law of the Union, unless extended thereto by
an Act of the Union Parliament. The Royal Executive Functions
and Seals Act, 1934, also a Union. Act, accords to the Governor-
General the power to exercise any royal function in respect of both
internal and external affairs on the advice of the Ministry without
royal approval Provision is made by section 151 of the South
Africa Act, 1909, for the transfer to South Africa with the consent
of the King in Council of Bechuanaland, Basutoland and Swaziland,
It is agreed by South Africa that such a transfer still requires the
consent of the United Kingdom Government,
By the New Zealand Constitution Act, 1852, of the United
Kingdom Parliament New Zealand has a unitary constitution with
(since 1950 when the Upper House was abolished) a unicameral
legislature, the House of Representatives, The Executive Council
responsible to the legislature consists of members of the Cabinet,
Full powers of constitutional amendment were conferred by the
New Zealand Constitution (Amendment) Act, 1947, after the adop-
tion by the Dominion of the Statute of Westminster, which did not
confer any new power to amend the constitution.2 These powers
were used to abolish the tipper house, which was a nominated
Legislative Council.
The Central African Federation was constituted by Order in
1 Minister of the Interior v. Harris, [1952] (4) S.A. 769. A.D. where the
Appellate Court held invalid an attempt to create a new constitutional court
by a bi-cameral Act which infringed Section 152.
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